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MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS 

 

              ELECTED OFFICERS   

  
  

PRESIDENT – Janie Duncan                  (626) 358-8157                                                                                   

 

VICE PRESIDENT – Camille Rutkowski  

 
 

SECRETARY – Michele Silcock              (626) 357 8425     
 

 

 

TREASURER – Jim Lloyd              (626) 793-9239 

 
AUDITOR – Louise Stack                        (626) 966 0350     

 

Our Website is www.moroks.com 

Mission Statement : Our Purpose is to promote popular interest and education in the earth sciences, including geol-

ogy, mineralogy, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and related subjects; to sponsor and provide means of coordinating 

the work and efforts of persons and groups with similar interests; and by and through such means to strive toward 

greater community and international good will and fellowship. We also support promoting and ensuring the right of 

amateur hobby collecting, recreational rock hunting and the use of public and private lands for educational and recrea-

tional purposes related to the earth sciences. We are a registered 501 C 3 non profit organization.                                                                                                                                              

Affiliations & Accreditations: The Monrovia Rockhounds is affiliated with the California Federation of Mineralogi-

cal Societies, Inc. (CFMS), the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS), and the American Lands 

Access Association (ALAA).                                                                                                                                              

Membership: Annual donations are $15.00 per member and $5.00 per each additional member at the same address.  

$10.00 per name badge is payable on the date of initiation.                                                                                       

Meetings: MOROKS meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month. At 7:00 pm, in the basement of the United 

Methodist Church of Monrovia, located at 140 E. Palm Ave. Monrovia CA 91016. The building is on the corner of 

Ivy & Palm Ave.  We use the door where there is  handicapped access in the alley on the west side of the building.  

Do not try to enter from the front of the building.  Guests are always welcome at our General Meetings.  Please come 

and share our love of rocks.                                                                                                                                                

Information: Monrovia Rock Hounds Inc. was founded August 28th, 1957.  The club colors are green & white.  The 

club is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing knowledge of the lapidary arts, geology, mineral logy, and 

other related fields.  Members enjoy slide shows, lectures, demonstrations, displays, lapidary classes, our club library 

as well as field trips for exploration, study and collecting specimens.                                                                                                         

        We reserve the right to edit all material submitted for publication.   

CHAIRPERSONS 

REPRESENTATIVE –  Ray Ritchey    (626) 359-1624 
 

REPRESENTATIVE –  Cal Matthews  (626) 798 7481 

FEDERATION – Jo Anna Ritchey       (626) 359-1624 

HISTORIAN – Nancy Hamrick         (626) 357-4106 

BULLETIN – Janie Duncan          (626) 358-8157 

CUSTODIAN – Jim Lloyd         (626) 793-9239 

PICNIC – Donald Sneberger          (626)  941-6214 

SHOW – Rudy Lopez                           (626) 993-7989 

WEBSITE – Jo Anna Ritchey         (626) 359-1624 

ROCK RAFFLE - Louise Stack           (626) 966-0350 

FIELD TRIP – Ray Ritchey                 (626) 359-1624       

PHOTO – Donald Sneberger                (626) 941-6214 

FELLOWSHIP/cards – Louise Stack    (626) 966-0350                                              

If you have any submissions for this newsletter or need to contact the editor Janie Duncan please email her at janieduncan@altrionet.com 
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     PREZ SEZ                                                                                                                         

 I am happy that our club is going to try something new.  We decided that each 
moth we will try to plan one activity near the end of  the month.  This can be a 
workshop for show, a friend trip or maybe a craft day.  We plan to start this Friday 
January 24th at 10 am at my house cutting materials for future grab bags.  If  there is 
time we may work on egg cartons.  Please save 1 dozen foam cartons for us.  Please 
rsvp so I know how many for a soup lunch.  Janie Duncan     

VICE PREZ SEZ                                                                                                                      
The Christmas Party was fun at Pacos.  We had a nice private room and lots of  

MOROKS came out in the rain for a nice time!     Camille Rutkowski      

 

Denise Davis  

Linda Wu 

Sheri MacCanless 

Ray Ritchey 

 

CO-OP FIELDTRIPS  

JAN 18: Quartzsite for the QIA Pow Wow 

SHOW REPORT BY RUDY LOPEZ                              MOROKS SHOW MARCH 1-2, 2014 

The show is just around the corner and there are still things we need.                                                                                  

The sale of raffle tickets is really important for us. The need to start selling tickets now is a must! I have the tickets and will 

have them at all the meetings.  

Help for the show is really important! We will have the greeting table, ticket table, wheel table, grab bag table, kids/

teachers table, door greeter, silent auction table, food serving, setting up and take down of the show. All the areas with the 

exception of the silent auction were covered last year and I will spend most of my time at the silent auction table. At the 

next meeting, please let me know what areas you want to work so I can make up a schedule. 

Donations are still needed for the raffles, door prizes, silent auction, lunch items (food, chips) and coverings for the dis-

play tables and display cases. We also need  polished rocks for the  kids table and the grab bags. I will give a donation form 

to anyone who request one for their donations. Any one that wants me to pick up their donation can send me an e-mail: 

rclopez002@verizon.net or call me on my cell 626-993-7989.  We need door prizes.   We will give a prize every half hour 

or every hour. We will need  28 prizes for every half hour or 14 prizes for every hour. 

 The Main Raffle prizes can be something made by club members, donations of gift cards, items from vendors or friends 

of club members. The venders selling at our show will make a donation towards the main raffle.  At the present time we 

have geodes, quartz crystals, petrified wood, and various other minerals. We need items that relate to our show theme " 

Gem & Minerals". Since we will be at the Arboretum, plants or similar items would be  great  for prizes or auction. 

Remember this is our big money maker for the year. Your help to promote, donate and assist is needed for the success of 

our show. Let's make this show the best ever and the only way to do this is with your help. 

Thanks  

Rudy Lopez 



 

MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS  BOARD MEETING December 5th 
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Bench Tips by Brad Smith   More BenchTips  by Brad Smith are at FaceBook facbook.com/BenchTips 

or at groups.yahoo.com/group/  

MARKING  YOUR  TOOLS  It makes sense to mark your tools if you ever lend them to friends or take them out to 

classes or workshops.  Question is how to mark them permanently.  For metal tools, I use a very small ball bur run-

ning fast in the Dremel or Foredom to "engrave" my initials.  Other times I'll form the initials with a number of hits 

with a center punch. 

But for hammer handles and other wooden tools, the country boy in me came back and thought "Why not make a branding iron?"  If 

you'd like to try one, all you need is a little scrap copper or nickel about 22-24 gauge, a piece of heavy brass or copper for a base, about 

6 inches of metal rod and a piece of wood for the handle. 

I formed my initials from a couple 4mm strips of sheet nickel.  The "S" was one piece, but the "B" was three pieces soldered together 

with hard. (Remember to form the letters backwards).      I then soldered the letters with medium onto a piece of 1/8 inch thick brass 

bar to act as a heat sink. Finally, I soldered a piece of 1/8 round rod on the back of the brass bar as a shaft to join to a wooden handle. 

President:  Janie Duncan called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM.  

Vice President: Camille Rutkowski December is our Christmas Party at Max’s Mexican. We will play the gift exchange 

game.  Janie will have number for the order of the game.  January is a program by the Vagos on Cerro Gordo. 

Secretary: Michele Silcock  The minutes were approved as written in the bulletin.                                                            

Representative: Ray Ritchey was absent  Representative: Cal Matthews was absent                                   

Treasurer: Jim Lloyd. We have 41 paid members.   

Auditor: Louise Stack was absent.  Her report is that everything on the books matches through October. 

Website: Jo Anna Ritchey no report.  It is up to date. 

Federation: Jo Anna Ritchey was absent. Ray reported Pasadena club plans to host the 2014 CFMS Show.&  Conven-
tion at the Pomona fairground building 5 by the Sheraton Hotel May 31-June 2  Janie has been asked to do a          
children’s table. And Louise Stack will help. They will need lots of volunteers.   

Fellowship:  Louise Stack was absent. Ray Ritchey will have his 2nd cataract surgery next week.  Michele  is healing 
from her knee replacement and is doing well.  Em Matthews will have hers right away. 

Photographer: Donald Sneberger no report.  Field trip: Ray Ritchey Rudy will plan one to San Pedro for agates.  

Bulletin:  Janie Duncan entered the CFMS contest. 

Historian: Nancy Hamrick was absent  Picnic: Donald Sneberger no report. 

Great Rock Drawing: Louise Stack  Nothing for December. 

Custodian:  Jim Lloyd will meet with the new owners and sign a new agreement for rental of the garage. 

Refreshments: Nothing for December as it is the party. 

Show: Rudy Lopez We need donations of gift cards, jewelry, good rocks and items for the lunch.  Please take forms to 
pass out to stores. Rudy has made grab bags. Jo Anna is ordering tumbled stones from Quartzite.  If members want 
some they can get them at cost.   Rudy has tickets to sell.  Janie mailed show flyers to local clubs. Jo Anna is working 
on getting insurance and have beer sent flyers to all the vendors. We need lots more auction and raffle prizes.  We 
have lots of geodes.  Rudy will do his own change box at the auction. 

Old Business: Janie Duncan  Janie and Louise are doing the Girl Scout Cookie Kickoff in January. 

New Business: Janie Duncan 1. Camille Rutkowski has volunteered to be chairman of the 2014 nominating commit-

tee.  The proposed slate of officers is the same as last year.  If you wasn't to nominate someone ir run for office with 

their permission please see Camille.  PRESIDENT – Janie Duncan VICE PRESIDENT – Camille Rutkowski  SEC-

RETARY – Michele Silcock TREASURER – Jim Lloyd  AUDITOR – Louise Stack  3. There is a Suiseki Show at the 

Huntington Library at the end of December.  2. Jo Anna and Jim are going to get a resale number from the tax board. 

3. We will plan an activity at the end of each month for more club involvement. 

Janie Duncan Adjourned the meeting at 3:15 pm   



 

President:  Janie Duncan called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  

Vice President: Camille Rutkowski Tonight is our Christmas Party at Max’s Mexican Restaurant and the gift exchange.  

January is a program on the gold camp claim Cerro Gordo.                          

Secretary: Michele Silcock The minutes were approved as printed in the bulletin.                                                            

Representative: Ray Ritchey has nothing new to report.   

Representative: Cal Matthews was absent                                    

Treasurer: Jim Lloyd. We have 41 paid members.   

Auditor Louise Stack: was absent 

Website: Jo Anna Ritchey said it is all current. 

Federation: Jo Anna Ritchey  Janie reported Pasadena club is hosting the 2014 CFMS Show.&  convention at the 
Pomona fairground Building 5 by the Sheraton Hotel May 30-June 1  Janie has been asked to do a children’s table. 
They will need volunteers.   

Fellowship:  Louise Stack was absent Michele doing well after a knee replacement.  Em Matthews is recovering in a 
nursing home from her hip replacement. We wish her and Cal well. Ray Ritchey has had both cataract surgeries and 
can see colors again.  Loretta had a December birthday! 

Photographer: Donald Sneberger was not there so Janie took some pics. 

Show: Rudy Lopez was absent Jo Anna is working on the insurance an d resale number.  

Field trip: Ray Ritchey Rudy is going to plan a day trip to San Pedro for agate.   

Bulletin:  Janie Duncan no report 

Historian: Nancy Hamrick  no report                                                                                                              

Picnic: Donald Sneberger no report. 

Great Rock Drawing: Louise Stack  was absent. 

Custodian:  Jim Lloyd No report. 

Refreshments: Camille Rutkowski will do January. 

Old Business: Janie Duncan  1. Camille Rutkowski has volunteered to be chairman of the 2014 nominating commit-
tee.  The proposed slate of officers is the same as last year.  If you wasn't to nominate someone  or run for office with 
their permission please see Camille Rutkoweski  The proposed slat3e of of officers for 2014 is: Janie Duncan PRESIDENT 
Camille VICE PRESIDENT  Michele Silcock SECRETARY – Jim Lloyd TREASURER – Louise Stack  AUDITOR  

2.  There is a sueseki Show at the Hunting ton Library. 

New Business: Janie Duncan   

2. Louise Stack has volunteered to help Janie do a kids booth for the CFMS Show. 

Janie Duncan Adjourned the meeting at 6:45pm   

Decembert 19th 
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MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS  GENERAL MEETING 

  http://www.amlands.org for more information on what you can do to protect our rock sites.   

JANUARY PROGRAM IS ON CERRO GORDO. 

Rockhound Rambling   TALC is used in eye shadow, liquid make-up, rouge, blushes and pressed powders.  IRON 

OXIDES (magnetite, black oxide, hematite, red oxide, limonite, yellow oxide, goethite) are used in liquid makeup.  

ZINC OXIDE is used in creams to protect skin from the sun.  MICA is used in eye shadows. If coated with rutile or 

anatase, it makes pearlescent shades of lipstick, eye shadow, hair gel, body lotion, rouge and blush.  CALCITE is a 

binder in eye shadow and pressed makeup, in chewing gum bases, antibiotics, antacids and dentifrices. QUARTZ is 

used in scouring soaps and toothpaste, in coatings for pills and capsules and in ointments, suppositories and lotions.   
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 MOROKS PICTURE PAGE             
Christmas Party at Paco’s 

Thanks for the great red velvet cake William! 
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Geologists: “We May Be Slowly Running Out Of Rocks” The Onion, May 1, 2010 | ISSUE 46•17  http://www.theonion.com/

articles/geologists-we-may-be-slowly-running-out-of-rocks,17341/#enlarge  via The Rollin Roc 

RALEIGH, NC—A coalition of geologists are challenging the way we look at global stone reserves, claiming that, unless 

smarter methods of preservation are developed, mankind will eventually run out of rocks. 

"If we do not stop using them up at our current rate, rocks as we know them will be a thing of the past," renowned geolo-

gist Henry Kaiser said at a press conference Tuesday. "Igneous, metamorphic, even sedimentary all of them could be gone 

in as little as 500,000 years." 

"Think about it," Kaiser added. "When was the last time you even saw a boulder?" 

The scientists warned that, although people have long considered the world's rock supply to be inexhaustible, it has not 

created a significant number of new rocks since the planet cooled some 3.5 billion years ago. Moreover, the earth's rocks 

have been very slowly depleting in the last century due to growing demand for fire- place mantels, rock gardens, gravel, 

and paperweights. 

Kaiser claims that humanity has "wreaked havoc" on the earth's stones by picking them up, carrying them around, and  

displacing them from their natural habitat.  "A rock can take millions of years to form, but it only takes a second for  

someone to skip a smooth pebble into a lake, and then it is gone." Dr. Kaiser said. "Perhaps these thoughtless rock-

skippers don't care if they leave our planet completely devoid of rocks, but what about our children? Don't they deserve 

the chance to hold a rock and toss it up and down a few times?" 

Continued Kaiser, "We are on a collision course to a world without rocks." Geologist Victoria Merrill, who has been at the 

forefront of the rock conservation battle since 2004, said there are simple steps people can take to re- duce their rock  

consumption.  "Only take as many rocks as you absolutely need," said Dr. Merrill, author of the book No Stone Unturned: 

Methods For Modern Rock Conservation. "And once you are finished with your rocks, do not simply chuck them into the 

woods. Place the rock down gently where you found it so that others may look at the rock and enjoy it for years to come." 

Merrill went on to point out that, even if there were some "magic hole" in the earth's crust that could miraculously spew 

out rocks every 10 years or so, modern society's obsession with rocks means that we would still run out of them far more 

quickly than they could be replenished. 

"Just look at the pet rock craze: In 10 years, millions upon millions of rocks were painted, played with, and discarded like 

trash," Merrill said. "Looking back, mankind's arrogance and hubris is startling." 

But critics of the movement have already begun to surface, claiming that Kaiser and his colleagues are simply preying on 

people's fears of losing rocks. 

While acknowledging that we should reduce our dependence on foreign rocks, many 

have argued that the current rock supply could easily last for the next 2 million years, 

by which time technology will have advanced enough to allow for the production of 

endless quantities of cheap, durable basalt. 

Others who oppose the rock-loss theory claim that rocks were put on the earth to be 

used by humans in marble statues or kitchen countertops as they see fit. 

"Take the Rocky Mountains, for example: There's plenty of rocks right there," Colo-

rado resident Kyle Peters said. "It's our right as Americans to use as many rocks as we 

need for whatever purposes we decide, and no scientist is going to scare me into  

thinking otherwise." 

"This country was built on rocks," he added. "Remember that." 

Geologists theorize that areas like this —-> 

may have once been filled with rocks 
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About 'Needles' of Obsidian  
The term 'needles of obsidian' refers to a naturally occurring fragment of obsidian that is ba-
sically rod like in shape. Needles can be anywhere from the size of a pencil lead to that of a 
three-foot section of four-by-four. As obsidian cools beyond the threshold of crystallization, it 
contracts and fractures. Usually the pattern of shattering is pretty random, creating pieces of 
varying size and shape. In any large obsidian flow there may be a few long thin pieces just 
because of chance. In a few flows, however, the entire formation has an overall tendency to 
produce needles. No one has ever seen this occur, so theories as to the origin of needles 
are only that: theories. The one that I favor, which was developed by an actual geologist 
from Humboldt University some twenty-five years ago, is that the needles formed in an     
already existing obsidian flow when it was bisected by a fault line. The resulting earth    
movement flaked the rock along parallel axis at 90 degrees, the result being needles. At 
every site where I have found more than random needles, there seems to be a general ma-
trix with needle sizes ranging from hair-like to honkers of up to thirty inches; but please, feel 
free to come up with a theory of your own. Perhaps they were left by aliens or are some 
kind of weird communist plot. At any rate the needles are the second key to the wonderful 
and amazing tones that our chimes produce. The shapes allow the sympathetic vibrations to 
build up and emote.  
Needles of obsidian are relatively rare and little known. Over the years, we have found     
several places in Oregon and California where we are permitted to dig them, and we enjoy 
primitive camping, hiking and digging for six to eight weeks per year.    
Via The Rockhounder  http://www.obsidianwindchimes.com/     

Tetrahexawho? Leave it to crystallographers to invent 

tongue-twisting names for crystal shapes. We all know 

what a cube is, but because it has 6 sides, they call it a 

hexahedron. Add four very gently sloping pyramids cen-

tered on each side of the cube and now you have made a 

tetrahexahedron. This gold from Venezuela has taken this 

relatively rare shape.   

via the Rollin Rock   http://www.mineralcalendar.com/

php/facts.php?   

http://www.obsidianwindchimes.com/
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CAVE FORMATION EXCERPTS COURTESY OF WWW.UWEC.EDU  Caves and their 

features form when rainwater follows the cracks or joints in the rock mate-

rial, usually limestone or dolomite. The rainwater           combined with car-

bon dioxide forms a weak acid called carbonic acid. This weak acid once in 

contact with the limestone begins to dissolve the   limestone. This process 

slowly creates larger and larger crack and joints. The acid can remain at a 

consistent level, but often is strengthened due to increased amounts of car-

bon dioxide absorption from vegetation and soil surrounding the area. As 

more and more limestone is dissolved large tunnels,   networks of tunnels 

and joints, and actual caves become established. Once the caves and net-

work of tunnels have formed different types of cave formations begin to 

evolve. Just one drop of water on the ceiling of a cave is all that is needed 

for a stalactite to start forming. Each drop contains a small amount of dis-

solved limestone that has been  acquired from flowing through the cracks 

and joints of the bedrock. Once this drop is hanging suspended from the 

ceiling some of the contained carbon dioxide escapes the droplet. Due to 

this carbon dioxide escaping, the droplet can’t hold as much limestone so a 

thin external ring is formed. After the drop falls, a small layer is left as a 

residual. After multiple drops have fallen the dripstone forms a hollow stalactite. These stalactites are called soda 

straws. As growth continues the soda straw regularly becomes plugged by the deposition. The limestone rich droplets 

are now forced outside of the soda straw creating the droplets to leave a small “paper trail” of limestone. This results 

in the cone shaped dripstone. Average growth rates for dripstones (stalactites) are about ½ inch for every 100 years.  

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROCK  Via Chips & Spinters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP ZZYZX, March 30 – April 6, 2014  Join CFMS at the Earth Science Seminar be held at Soda Springs (Zzyzx) lo-

cated approximately 50 miles northeast of Barstow, CA. Off I-15 at Zzyzx Rd. Facilities are rustic, dormitory style rooms 

with bed, mattress & desk. Cleaning is the occupant’s responsibility. You must bring bed linen or sleeping bag, and any 

creature comforts you may desire i.e. lamp, throw rug, ice chest. RV parking is approximately 1/4 mile from the Center 

and has no facilities of any kind. All restrooms and showers are in separate buildings at the center and are communal. The 

Earth Science Committee retains the right to accept or deny applications, as they deem appropriate. This area is designated 

by the Government as a Desert Studies Center; consequently, NO PETS ARE ALLOWED. A limited number of reserva-

tions are available and an early application is recommended. Subject to change, these classes will be offered: Lapidary, 

Beading, Wire Art, Field Trips, Silver Fabrication, Advanced Wire Art, Precious Metal Clay, Soft Stone Carving & Scrim-

Shaw, Faceting, and Alternative Casting. The fee for the week is $390.00 per person and includes quarters or RV space, 

three meals per day, and classes. Additional charges may be assessed for material furnished by instructors. NO CANCEL-

LATIONS AFTER MARCH 1, 2014 unless a replacement is provided. A $25.00 Administration Fee will be assessed for 

cancellations prior to March 17, 2014.  The application is found on the CFMS welcome page www.cfmsinc.org 

Recycling the ROCKHOUND’S way:  Source: Golden Spike News 

Old toothbrushes can clean specimens and stones, polish hard-

to-get spots; the handle can be a burnish tool or polish mixer.   

Foam meat trays are good for sorting or for small displays.   

Milk and juice cartons provide bulk storage on a field trip. 

Close lid to stack.   

Plastic tubs are good for mixing, sorting, measuring or storing 

grit and findings.   

Use old T-shirts for drying stones or for hand polishing.   

Metal cans are good for storing rough or tumbled stones.   

http://WWW.UWEC.EDU
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Go see a CFMS Show this January! 

January 18 - 19: EXETER, CA Tule Gem & Mineral Society, Visalia Exeter Veterans Memorial Building Highway 
65, 324 N Kaweah Avenue Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 Contact: Pepper Okada, (559) 733-5842 
Email: Pepperok@clearwire.net Website: www.tulegem.org  

January 1-28—QUARTZSITE, ARI- ZONA: Wholesale 
and retail show; Desert Gardens RV Park; Desert       
Gardens RV Park; 1064 Kuehn St., I -10 Exit 17; Daily 
10-6; free admission; Arkansas quartz crystals, rough and 
polished minerals, fossils, jewelry, gifts, lapidary equip-
ment; contact Sharon (manager), 1055 Kuehn St.,  
Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927-6361; e -mail: in- 
fo@desertgardensrvpark.net; Web site: 
www.desertgardensrvpark.net 

January 1-28—QUARTZSITE, ARI- ZONA: Annual show; Desert Gardens Holdings LLC; Desert Gardens Show 

Grounds; 1055 Kuehn Rd.; Daily 9 -5; free admission; hundreds of dealers; con- tact Dennis Kuehl, 1055 Kuehn Rd., PO 

Box 2818, Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (623) 606-0053; e -mail: cad53148@yahoo.com; Web site: desertgardensrvpark.net 

January 3-12—QUARTZSITE, ARI- ZONA: Annual show; Tyson Wells Enterprises Inc.; Tyson Wells Show Grounds; 

100 W. Kuehn St.; Daily 9 -5; free admission; dealers from around the world; con- tact Kym Scott, PO Box 60, Quartzsite, 

AZ 85346, (928) 927-6364; e -mail:ty- sonwells@tds.net; Web site: www.tysonwells.com 

January 17-26—QUARTZSITE, ARI- ZONA: Annual show; Tyson Wells Enterprises Inc.; Tyson Wells Show Grounds; 

100 W. Kuehn St.; Daily 9 -5; free admission; dealers from around the world on 25 acres; contact Kym Scott, PO Box 60, 

Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927- 6364; e -mail: tysonwells@tds.net; Web site: www.tysonwells.com 

Public Lands by John Martin, Conservation & 

Legislation Chair  via Gem cutters News 

Have you ever picked up a rock 

Cut it open and revealed the beauty 

Fashioned it into a beautiful piece of jewelry? 

Have you ever found a mineral specimen 

Examined the structure and marveled at the color  

Observed the entire specimen as a wonder of nature? 

Have you ever found a fossil 

Looked at the pattern left long ago 

Wondered about life before us? 

Have you ever taken these rocks 

These minerals, these fossils 

to the children at the schools? 

Shared with them the beauty and wonder 

Showed them a record of the history of life? 

Don’t make them simply look at pictures in a book. 

Don’t tell me I’m using up your resources 

Destroying something that should be preserved 

I am preserving the most precious resource 

Let the children touch and see 

The wonders of my hobby 
Pass on the natural curiosity and zest for life I harbor. 

mailto:Pepperok@clearwire.net
http://www.tulegem.org/

